




I think about Margarita and her soap bubbles. 
How she dances among the roses, butterflies 
and skulls. I think about how when I was little, 
unaware Velasquez’s portrait of the Spanish 
child princess, I used to stuff a swimming ring 
under my skirt so that it would puff out. 
And about how that dream of princess skirts 
made it so hard to walk. If I moved too much 
the swimming ring would slid down.

If I have a daughter, will she also play princess? 
Can I make her dream other dreams, play other 
games? How deeply rooted is that image, how 
important is it for our understanding of what it 
is to be a girl?

Carlota Perla’s Margarita dances around 
enclosed in an oval frame, while blowing soap 
bubbles full of rose scented bird twitter. 
Protected and encapsulated in history, in that 
pink girl’s room where time stands still.

Somebody paints her portrait and sends it in a 
medallion to her husband-to-be. Who he is has 
been predetermined by someone else, 
everything is predetermined, she just needs to 
play her part, dance and smile.

So Margarita dances. She twirls before her oval 
mirror and pulls in her tummy. Glittering stones 
on her chest, silk bow in her hair. She twirls and 
glances at me over her shoulder. That pink 
mouth, that unsure, slightly worried look. Is this 
ok? Am I good enough?

Margarita dances to the melody that plays over 
and over in a jewellery box filled with pearls. 
Round and round, exactly like the music box’s 
ballerina stuck on one shoe, jerkingly orbiting 
on her own axis.

She dances and blows her rose-scented soap 
bubbles. Round and round, forever trapped in 
that enclosed, bird twittering girl’s room.



Pienso en Margarita y sus pompas de jabón.
Cómo baila entre rosas, calaveras y mariposas.
Me acuerdo que siendo niña, desconocedora 
aún del retrato de Velázquez de la Princesa 
Infanta, solía colocarme un flotador bajo
mi falda, para abultarla. Y reflexiono en cómo 
estos sueños de princesas de faldas pompo-
sas hacían tan difícil el caminar. Si me movía 
demasiado el flotador se me resbalaba.

Si tuviera una hija, también jugaría ella a 
las princesas? Puedo hacer que sueñe otros 
sueños y juegue otros juegos? ¡Cuán profundas 
raíces tiene esta imagen, cuán importante es
para comprender qué significa ser niña!

La Margarita de Carlota Perla baila atrapada
en un marco ovalado, mientras sopla pompas 
de jabón llenas de esencia de rosas y cantos de 
pájaros. Protegida y encapsulada en la historia,
en esa habitación rosa, de niñas, donde el 
tiempo se ha detenido.

Alguien pinta su retrato y lo envía en un medallón
a su futuro esposo. Que sea su esposo lo ha 
decidido otra persona, todo está previsto;
ella sólo tiene que hacer su papel; bailar y 
sonreír. Así, Margarita baila. Ella gira frente 
a su espejo ovalado y constriñe el estómago. 
Piedras brillantes en el pecho y un lazo de seda 
en el pelo. Ella gira y me mira por encima del 
hombro. Esa boquita rosa, que duda y parece 
ligeramente preocupada ¿Lo hago bien? ¿Soy 
suficientemente buena?

Maragarita baila al compás de la melodía, que 
se repite una y otra vez en un joyero cubierto 
de perlas. Gira y gira exactamente igual que la 
bailarina de la caja de música, apoyada en una 
sola zapatilla, rotando a trompicones sobre su 
propio eje.

Ella baila y sopla sus pompas de jabón con 
esencia de rosa. Girando y girando, atrapada 
para siempre en este cuarto de niñas cerrado 
y lleno de cantos de pájaros.



TECHNIQUE: Ink and silkscreen on paper
SIZE: 183,5 x 154,5 cm, framed
YEAR: 2008 
DESCRIPTION: From the suite ”Margarita’s Box”



TECHNIQUE: Ink and silkscreen on paper
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DESCRIPTION: From the suite ”Margarita’s Box”
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TECHNIQUE: Ink and silkscreen on paper
SIZE: 130 x 109 cm, framed
YEAR: 2008
DESCRIPTION: From the suite ”Margarita’s Box”



TECHNIQUE: Ink and silkscreen on paper
SIZE: 118,5 x 99,5 cm, framed
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DESCRIPTION: From the suite ”Margarita’s Box”



TECHNIQUE: Ink and silkscreen on paper
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DESCRIPTION: From the suite ”Margarita’s Box”
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TECHNIQUE: Ink on paper
SIZE: 106,5 x 90 cm, framed
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DESCRIPTION: From the suite ”Margarita’s Box”



TECHNIQUE: Ink on paper
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TECHNIQUE: Ink on paper
SIZE: 95 x 80 cm, framed
YEAR: 2008
DESCRIPTION: From the suite ”Margarita’s Box”



TECHNIQUE: Ink on paper
SIZE: 83 x 70,5 cm, framed
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DESCRIPTION: From the suite ”Margarita’s Box”



TECHNIQUE: Ink on paper
SIZE: 77,5 x 65,5 cm, framed
YEAR: 2008
DESCRIPTION: From the suite ”Margarita’s Box”



TECHNIQUE: Ink on paper
SIZE: 71,5 x 60,5 cm, framed

YEAR: 2008
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TECHNIQUE: Ink and silkscreen on paper
SIZE: 173,5 x 145,5 cm, framed
YEAR: 2008
DESCRIPTION: From the suite ”Margarita’s Box”, detail



TECHNIQUE: Ink and silkscreen on paper
SIZE: 165,5 x 138,5 cm, framed
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DESCRIPTION: From the suite ”Margarita’s Box”, detail







TECHNIQUE: Ink on paper
SIZE: 94,5 x 72,5 cm, framed
YEAR: 2004
DESCRIPTION: From the suite ”Margarita – circus princess at the spanish court”
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TECHNIQUE: Ink on paper
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DESCRIPTION: From the suite ”Margarita – circus princess at the spanish court”



TECHNIQUE: Ink on paper
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TECHNIQUE: Silkscreen on paper
SIZE: 73,5 x 61,5 cm, framed
YEAR: 2005
DESCRIPTION: Edition of 180 copies



TECHNIQUE: Silkscreen on paper
SIZE: 44,5 x 42,5 cm, framed

YEAR: 2005
DESCRIPTION: Top image; Monotypi, Center image; Edition of 180 copies,

Bottom image; Monotypi



YEAR: 2008
DESCRIPTION: Installation view from the exhibiton Margarita’s box.
The installation contains 16 oval ink drawings and a video object.





TECHNIQUE: iPod, loudspeekers, jewellery box with sweet water pearls 
SIZE: The jewellery box is 16 x 15 cm, the oval screen is 50 mm
YEAR: 2009
DESCRIPTION: Videoloop, Margarita spins around to the sound of a melody from a musical box 



SIZE: The oval screen is 50 mm 

YEAR: 2009
DESCRIPTION: Stills from the Videoloop Margarita’s Box 

Margarita spins around to the sound of a melody from a musical box
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